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that day. Some returned when they were half way to
the town and were overtaken by a thunderstorm; the
military escort probably did the rest. I understand that all
but twenty-nine of the 389 have by now recontracted."l
The issue of the British White Papers to the
public was met in two ways; first, there was the
usual denunciation of the " capitalist cocoa firms "
whose object, it was stupidly asserted, was to gain
control of the cocoa plantations ; and secondly, the
outpouring from Lisbon of a yet further stream of
legislation. But little or nothing was done locally.
Mr. Bernays, the British Vice-Consul in San Thome,
in a report to the British Consul at Loanda, made
an illuminating remark upon this further batch of
decrees:
" As you are aware, however, what progress has been
achieved has been brought about by a multitude of laws,
parts of which have been properly applied, while others
have been altered by succeeding laws, and yet other
parts have never in any way been put into execution.
Sections of labour reguktions dating as far back as 1878
are, I believe, still in force, and the changes and amend-
ments, the regulations and counter-regulations, which
have been made since that time are altogether beyond
the knowledge of anybody who has not made a speciality
of Portuguese laws relating to labour." 2
I am reminded in this connection of a passage
written by Professor Coupland in his Life of Sir John
Kirk, where, quoting from one of Kirk's letters
1 Cmd. 7279, p. 29.                         2 Cmd. 7960, p. 20.